
Dear Subscribers, 
 

Why is it that the same children that you have to  
remind everyday to brush their teeth, make their 
beds, and do their homework, will enthusiastically 
spend hours pursuing their interests, meticulously 
building a model, playing a musical instrument, or 
organizing their baseball and Yu-Gi-Oh cards? 
Hobbies begun as a child often stay with you for a 
lifetime and provide a greater understanding of 
who you are and what you are passionate about. 
 
Whether it is baseball cards, coins, stamps, books, 
posters, or music; collecting items that are related 
to your hobbies can provide a tangible record of 
the years you’ve dedicated to an activity. As a kid, 
my older brother loved reading comic books and 
by the time he was 15 had collected all the DC and 
Marvel Comics of the 50’s and 60’s. Recently a 
collection of comic books from the “Golden Age”, 
the 1930’s and 40’s, was auctioned for over two 
million dollars. I haven’t had the heart to tell my 
brother about this because his own collection was 
“accidentally” thrown out by our mother while re-
decorating his room.  
 
People collect for fun, to own a piece of history 
and to learn about the world. For me it has often 
been a mixture of history and sentimentality. The 
year my son was born, I bought a set of stamps 

celebrating Winnie-
the-Pooh, created 
by Canadian writer, 
A.A. Milne.   

 
It is easy to under-
stand how stamp 
collecting has 
evolved from the 

world’s oldest to its most popular hobby. Stamps 
are not only valuable, but they are beautiful works 
of art, commemorating significant people, places 
and events. This week’s Chalk Talk provides in-
formation and useful links on the educational as-
pects of stamps and stamp collecting. 
 
CoEd Communications is dedicated to supporting 
the important work of teachers by providing re-
sources on a range of topics for the classroom. 
We invite you to visit our website at 4edu.ca to 
view the many free teachers’ resources on offer. 
 
As always, your feedback is important to us.   
L t k th ht
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PLEASE SHARE CHALK TALK WITH YOUR COLLEAGUES!!! 

October is Stamp Month, and there is no better time 
to show your students how stamps can teach us  
about the world around us. To mark Stamp Month 
2006, Canada Post is issuing 
the first in a series of three 
sets of domestic stamps de-
picting endangered species 
native to Canada featuring 
images of land creatures — 
the Newfoundland Marten, 
the Swift Fox, the blotched 
Tiger Salamander, and the 
Blue Racer snake.  
   
Stamp Month is an important 
part of Canada Post’s com-
mitment to promote reading 
and letter-writing skills, as 
well as an understanding of the workings of the 
postal system among children and teens. Canada 
Post has developed an array of fascinating lesson 
guides and fun activities suitable for classroom use. 
During the school year, several new lesson guides or 
copier-ready student activity sheets are posted each 

month and can be 
downloaded, copied, 
and shared. 
 

Stamp Clubs are a popular extra-curricular activity in 
Canadian Schools and provide an entertaining way to 
learn and teach almost any subject. For information 
on how to start a stamp club at school, check out 
Postal Planet. For teenaged students interested in 
learning more about stamps and stamp collecting, 
Canada Post offers a “Step by Step Collecting 
Guide”. Junior grade students will enjoy the activities 
and games available through Stamp Quest. 

 

[Source: Canada Post] 

The Newfoundland Marten 

http://www.canadapost.ca/corporate/about/community/postal_planet/eng/smonth_e.asp
http://www.canadapost.ca/business/corporate/about/community/postal_planet/eng/par_ed_lguide_e.asp
http://www.canadapost.ca/business/corporate/about/community/postal_planet/eng/par_ed_lguide_e.asp
http://www.canadapost.ca/business/corporate/about/community/postal_planet/eng/index.asp
http://www.canadapost.ca/business/corporate/about/community/postal_planet/eng/par_ed_lguide_llg_e.asp
http://www.canadapost.ca/business/corporate/about/community/postal_planet/eng/t_activities_la_e.asp
http://www.canadapost.ca/business/corporate/about/community/postal_planet/eng/t_activities_la_e.asp
http://www.canadapost.ca/personal/collecting/stampquest/eng/index.asp
http://4edu.ca/


 
As always, your feedback is important to us.   
Let us know your thoughts, 

Education News 

Mary Kovack 

Facts & Figures —  A Postal Heritage 

• Canada is a country of large spaces, yet the historical landscape reso-
nates with the echoes of past conversations that allowed our ancestors 
to overcome the challenge of settling the New World. The post has a 
long history, one that reaches back to well before the French sailed to 
Canadian shores.  

• The first formal postal systems, designed for the transmission of written 
messages, date from the earliest era of ancient civilization. Egypt, Per-
sia and Rome each devised postal systems.  

• Traditionally the post has functioned as an auxiliary of the state power. 
Harold Innis wrote: "The written word signed, sealed and swiftly trans-
mitted was essential to military power and the extension of govern-
ment."  

• In time the post became more than an instrument of state power — a 
medium of communication that brings correspondents together to trans-
act business, exchange good wishes and sometimes exchange goods.  

• The history of communication, especially postal communication, has 
been a triumph of mind over matter. The post allowed for far more than 
the extension of government; it helped make possible the construction 
of an entire society.  

  

[Source:  Canadian Postal Museum, Civilization.ca] 

Quotes of the Week 
 

It is worth noting a minor English trait which is extremely well marked though not often commented on, and 
that is a love of flowers...What it does link up with is another English characteristic which is so much a part 

of us that we barely notice it, and that is the addiction to hobbies and spare-time occu-
pations, the PRIVATENESS of English life. We are a nation of flower-lovers, but also a 
nation of stamp-collectors, darts-players, and crossword-puzzle fans. All the culture that 
is most truly native centres round things which even when they are communal are not 
official--the pub, the football match, the back garden, the fireside and the 'nice cup of 
tea'. The liberty of the individual is still believed in.  
 — George Orwell, from his essay, The Lion and The Unicorn 
 

Today is life—the only life you are sure of. Make the most of today. Get interested in something. Shake 
yourself. Develop a hobby. Let the winds of enthusiasm sweep through you. Live today with gusto.   
  — Dale Carnegie 

New year, new teacher -- Daniel Girard, Education Reporter, The Toronto Star, September. 6, 2006 
 

“Jen McColl was nervous and not about to hide it. Coming off a sleepless night, the rookie teacher stood 
before her Grade 7 class and introduced herself by holding up a large photo of herself at their age, com-
plete with frizzy hair and adolescent awkwardness. McColl, who graduated from York University last spring, 
characterized her more relaxed style with the students as part of an overall approach among most teachers 
today to make intimidation and the don't-smile-until-Christmas approach a relic of the old school.” 
 
It takes a village to help teach kids -- Helen Burstyn, The Toronto Star, September 5, 2006 
 

“It happens every August. We enter the home stretch of summer clinging to the last days of vacation and 
anticipating (or perhaps dreading) the return of the school year. As students, parents and educators pre-
pare for the "rites of Fall," so do a host of local not-for-profit organizations working across the province to 
enhance education and level the playing field for all, particularly for students at risk. We now accept it as 
fact that academic success begins well before a child enters school. Yet many children entering junior kin-
dergarten have not encountered even the most basic early learning activities. To bridge the readiness-to-
learn gap for these pre-kindergarteners and their families, The Learning Partnership developed a "Welcome 
to Kindergarten" program. The program features, among other things, a "welcome bag" stocked with early 
learning resources for kids and practical guidance for parents on how to use them ”

mailto:maryk@coedcomm.com
http://www.civilization.ca/cpm/cpmb1eng.html
http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_Type1&c=Article&cid=1157493014291&call_pageid=968867496752&col=969048868827
http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_Type1&call_pageid=971358637177&c=Article&cid=1157104868033
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to Kindergarten" program. The program features, among other things, a "welcome bag" stocked with early 
learning resources for kids and practical guidance for parents on how to use them.” 
 
Let's get serious about making education work -- Martin Long, The Toronto Star, September 5, 2006 
 

“As children, parents, teachers, support staff and all the other members of the school community gear up 
for another school year there's good news and bad news. The good news is that, as in years past, amazing 
things will once again happen in the classroom. Children will discover the power and beauty of language 
and science. Teachers will seize literally millions of teachable moments to guide their students through per-
sonal experiences of discovery and awareness. The truly sublime elements of teaching and learning —  
human culture at its best — will be everyday, routine events in classrooms across the city. The bad news is 
that the public education system supporting all of this remains severely under-funded, a fact which is evi-
dent in the continued deterioration of facilities, shortages of resources and inadequate programming in eve-
rything from English as a Second Language (ESL), to teacher librarians and recreational facilities. As you 
read this, the Toronto District School Board is facing a budget shortfall of $84.5 million, which translates 
into a series of intolerable decisions about which educational services and staff are less essential than  
others are.” 
 
Education failing most boys -- Randy Burton, The StarPhoenix,  July 11, 2006 
 

“Kirk Kelln had no idea that boys are having such trouble in school. After struggling all year with his son 
Noah's disruptive behaviour in Grade 2, he thought the boy was a troublemaker. Then a teacher he knows 
told him it's not uncommon, and that the structure of contemporary education actually makes it more condu-
cive for girls to learn than boys. Kelln found this rather shocking, so he checked out the statistics. The num-
bers collected by the provincial Department of Learning clearly show girls are outperforming boys in school 
by a significant margin.” 

http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_Type1&call_pageid=971358637177&c=Article&cid=1157104868021
http://www.canada.com/saskatoonstarphoenix/news/story.html?id=f76262a0-1527-4ba7-baba-be54cacc3819
mailto:jeffreym@coedcomm.com
mailto:jeffreym@coedcomm.com

